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states to join, any formal alliance would be of doubtful propriety. "With- 
in three years after the original Monroe Doctrine was announced the 
Adams-Clay administration was suggesting through its ministers to the 
governments of the other countries that they declare sentiments similar 
to those contained in the message of Monroe. "Would not a modification 
of that policy be wise now ? If the United States would take the initiative 
in this and suggest that these similar declarations be directed not only 
against powers outside of America, but also against aggressions of any 
American power, would it not help to allay suspicions? 

"William R. Manning 

The United States Federal Internal Tax History from 1861 to 1871. By 
Harry Edwin Smith, Ph.D., instructor in economics, Cornell 
University. [Hart, Schaffner & Marx Prize Essays in Econ- 
omics.] (Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Com- 
pany, 1914. 357 p. $1.50 net) 
The financial history of the Civil "War reveals as its most striking con- 
tribution to American history the fact that the North was not impover- 
ished or weakened, that its capital reserves were not greatly lessened, that 
it was able to meet the expenses of the struggle with values and commod- 
ities that "were mainly the product of the time." This fact was noted 
by "Wells while the war was raging, and it becomes ever clearer as econ- 
omists prove by their statistics the conclusions that men of affairs have 
reached. Mr. Smith has assembled with patience and accuracy that por- 
tion of the statistical information that has to do with the collection of 
part of the revenue. The process by which a peaceful and untaxed na- 
tion devised machinery for transferring to the public treasury its avail- 
able surplus throws instructive lights upon the workings of the govern- 
ment, and its capacity in times of stress. 

One by one Mr. Smith takes up the internal taxes of the war period — 
the direct tax, the income tax, the inheritance tax, the gross receipt tax, 
the bank tax, the stamp taxes, the licenses, the taxes on strong drink, and 
those on manufactured products. He is unable to show that there was a 
clear policy in their levying. No American, in 1861, knew enough about 
taxation to formulate such a policy, and if he had, his countrymen had 
too little expectation of a protracted war to encourage him. That the 
outgoing Democrats had deliberately "scuttled the ship" we may hardly 
believe, although Mr. Smith evidently so believes; but the political con- 
ditions either before or after secession were not favorable to drastic, fi- 
nancial legislation ; and throughout the war taxes were spread on lavishly 
and without foreknowledge or system. The estimates of secretaries and 
committees upon the probable productivity of schedules bore little rela- 
tion to the facts. We are forced to the unhappy conclusion that where 
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congressmen could aid their constituents to evade or to derive an undue 
benefit, they did so gladly ; that the taxes were productive chiefly because 
of the uncontrollable wealth of the North and "West ; that the Union re- 
mained solvent in spite of itself. 

Mr. Smith has confined himself to a compilation of facts taken from 
the public reports, the debates, and the financial journals. His book will 
have permanent value as a work of reference. He has rarely attempted 
to give conclusions upon taxation as a whole, and he makes no attempt to 
fit his fiscal history into the general social and political life of his period. 
His book is history of the most restricted type. 

Frederic L. Paxson 

American State Trials. A Collection of the Important and Interesting 
Criminal Trials which Have Taken Place in the United States, 
from the Beginning of our Government to the Present Day, 
with Notes and Annotations. Edited by John D. Lawson, 
LL.D. Volume i. (St. Louis: P. H. Thomas Law Book Com- 
pany, 1914. 857 p. $5.00) 
The purpose of this series is to supply the lack, long felt, of reports 
of the actual proceedings in the lower courts of the famous criminal trials 
of the United States. Provision has long been made by the states for the 
publication of all cases that appear before the courts of appeal, but since 
all the evidence is never there produced, much material of great interest 
to the public has naturally been lost. 

In the introduction to this volume we learn that the present series has 
been undertaken to supply this need and it "will be continued until all 
the important criminal trials which have taken place in the United 
States from the first settlement of the country to the present time and of 
which it is possible to obtain a correct and accurate record have been pre- 
sented to the profession and the public. The object of the Editor and 
Publishers of this important undertaking is to make it a complete record 
of American State Trials, to be contained in twenty volumes." 

The sources from which these volumes will be compiled are the pamph- 
let reports of cases, the newspapers, and the records as preserved in the 
circuit or appellate courts. The volumes are to contain cases appearing 
not only before ordinary courts of justice, but also before courts martial, 
legislative bodies sitting as courts of impeachment, and ecclesiastical 
tribunals. 

Such a series will undoubtedly prove of great interest and of great 
value, particularly to the historian, and it is to be hoped that the editor 
and publishers will be able to carry it through to completion, for on the 
whole the editing of this first volume is praiseworthy, although the gen- 
eral makeup of the book both in paper and type gives it a rather cheap 



